century. 5 But the current transformations are working along similar lines, when the increased speed with which information may be distributed is qualifi ed as an important contribution to societal change. 6 History has proven other aspects of Hudson's vision to be too optimistic, 7 or to have fallen short of our debates, which have gone beyond that which he could have predicted and analyzed in 1932. 8 Nevertheless, the general ideas in his book provides useful guidance in looking at the current state of international aff airs from a constitutionalist perspective. Th e following chapter takes up some of the ideas that may be found in Hudson's book and relates them to the current debates on the constitutionalization of international law on the one hand (Parts B. and C.), and hegemony and unilateralism on the other hand (Part D.).
B. Is Th ere An "International Constitution"?
Without expressly comparing the organization of the international order to national constitutional structures, Hudson refers to several aspects of international relations in his era that bear similarities to our own era. I want to discuss two important constitutional characteristics that are mentioned in Hudson's book (the idea of a "constitutional moment" and the requirement of democratic legitimacy) in order to highlight important diff erences between the concept of a constitution in national law and the constitutionalization of international law.
I. "Constitutional Moment"
It is often said in constitutional theory that the adoption of constitutions requires a so-called "constitutional moment." Constitutional moments are specifi c historical situations in which conditions are favourable for fundamental changes in the organizational structures of a given society. 9 Such conditions often exist after a successful revolution (a situation for which the United States or France in the late 18 th century may be taken as examples) or in situations of complete defeat and devastation (exemplifi ed by post-World War II Germany, when the Basic Law was created). It is, however, unclear whether a "constitutional moment" really is a necessary condition for the creation of new constitutional structures. 10 
